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characterised by the yellow colouring matter, which, however,
is no longer restricted to particular cells, as it is in the fresh
rhizome, but is distributed throughout the drug. This change
is due to the scalding to which the rhizome is subjected, and
this also causes the gelatinisation of most of the starch grains.
Many of the parenchymatous cells, therefore, contain irregular
yellow masses of gelatinised starch. Although most of the
starch is swollen, here and there grains may be found that still
exhibit the characteristic scitaminaceous shape.
The yellow colour is changed to deep red by sulphuric
acid, either concentrated or diluted with an equal volume of
water or alcohol; in the latter case the red substance pro-
duced dissolves. This reaction, which is due to the action of
the sulphuric acid upon the curcumin of the rhizome, forms
a useful means of detecting powdered turmeric.